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LINGUISTIC PROVISIONS IN THE CONSTITUTIONS OF VARIOUS NATIONS 
 
Ireland: 

Article 8 [Language] 
(1) The Irish language as the national language is the first official language. 
(2) The English language is recognized as a second official language. 
(3) Provision may, however, be made by law for the exclusive use of either of the said 
languages for any one or more official purposes, either throughout the State or in any 
part thereof. 

Article 25 [Promulgation] 
(4.3) Every Bill shall be signed by the President in the text in which it was passed or 
deemed to have been passed by both Houses of Parliament, and if a Bill is so passed 
or deemed to have been passed in both the official languages, the President shall sign 
the text of the Bill in each of those languages. 

(4.4) Where the President signs the text of a Bill in one only of the official languages, an 
official translation shall be issued in the other official language. 
 
(4.6) In case of conflict between the texts of a law enrolled under this section in both the 
official languages, the text in the national language shall prevail. 
 

(5.1) It shall be lawful for the Prime Minister, from time to time as occasion appears to 
him to require, to cause to be prepared under his supervision a text (in both the official 
languages) of this Constitution as then in force embodying all amendments theretofore 
made therein. 
 

Switzerland: 

Chapter I: General Provisions 

Article 1 [Cantons] 
Together, the peoples of the 23 sovereign Cantons of Switzerland united by the present 
alliance, to wit: Zurich, Berne, Lucerne, Uri, Schwyz, Unterwalden (Upper and Lower), 
Glarus, Zug, Fribourg, Soleure, Basle (City and Rural), Schaffhausen, Appenzell (both 
Rhodes), St. Gall, Grisons, Aargau, Thurgau, Ticino, Vaud, Valais, Neuchatel, Geneva 
and Jura, form the Swiss Confederation. 

 

Article 3 [Cantonal Sovereignty] 

The Cantons are sovereign insofar as their sovereignty is not limited by the Federal 
Constitution and, as such, exercise all rights which are not entrusted to the federal 
power.
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Article 116 [Languages] 

(1) German, French, Italian and Romansh are the national languages of Switzerland. 
(2) German, French and Italian are declared to be the official languages of the 
Confederation. 

 

Spain: 
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